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STUDY GUIDE

Poetic Books

Encountering the Old Testament – Bill T. Arnold, Bryan E. Beyer

1.
What is the most important feature of Hebrew poetry?

Name the three primary types of parallelism which occur in Hebrew poetry.

a) 




 
b) 




c) 




2.
A literary feature of Hebrew poetry which occurs when two successive lines reverse the order in which parallel themes appear, "criss-crossing" each other is known as what?

Psalm 119 is an example of what kind of alphabetic poem?

3.
In what three ways does the Ugaritic language help us understand the Biblical text?

a) 











b) 











c) 










4.
Into what two general groups may the wisdom literature of the ancient Near East be categorized?

a) 











b).











5.
Which biblical book contains more direct parallels with ancient Near Eastern literature than any other book of the Bible?

 Proverbs 22-24 has a point of contact with what?

6.
What theological term is an attempt to justify God's ways in the world? (e.g. If God is both all-powerful and all-loving, as the Bible everywhere claims, then how can evil exist in the world?)

7.
Provide the names of Job's three friends and each of their characteristic approaches to Job's problems.

a) 












b) 












c) 












8.
Where in the book of Job is the central message of the book implied?

What is this message?

9.
The epilogue of the book of Job consists of what two concluding events?

 a) 












 b) 












10.
Which Greek term does the word "psalm" come from, and what is its basic meaning?

What is the Hebrew title for the Book of Psalms, and what does the term mean?

11.
Discuss David's role in the authorship of Psalms.

12.
The Book of Psalms is divided into how many books?

13.
Which seven genres, or classifications of Psalms are now recognized in the Book of Psalms because of the form critical work of Hermann Gunkel?


a) 






b) 






c) 






d) 






e) 






f) 






g) 




14.
Define a proverb.

15.
The Book of Proverbs continues the themes of other portions of the Old Testament by contrasting two ways of living life.  What are these two ways of life?

16.
What is the first and controlling principle of wisdom?

17.
From which Hebrew word does the Book of Ecclesiastes translate, and what does this word mean?

18.
What is Qohelet's motto, stated at the outset and repeated at the conclusion to form a literary envelope for the whole book?

19.
What kind of days does Qohelet describe old age as in his moving poem in 12:1-8?

20.
What does the expression "Song of Songs" mean when referring to the Song of Solomon?

21.
Because many throughout history have been uncomfortable with such explicit material found in the "Song of Songs", how have some Jewish and Christian interpreters approached the book?

22.
Name the three men who helped lay the foundation for classical prophecy, and define

what classical prophecy is.


a) 






b) 






c) 





23.
What three basic categories of evidence exist for prophecy in the ancient Near East?

a) 




b) 




c) 




24.
What three major powers most directly affected Israel and Judah's history?

a) 




b) 




c) 




25.
What is the meaning of Isaiah's name?

What two names is Isaiah's name related to in their Hebrew forms?


a) 






b) 





To what period do most scholars date Isaiah's prophetic ministry?

26.
The Sign of Immanuel in Isaiah 7:1-17 has been placed by historians in the years 735-732 BC during what war?

27.
What titles and chapters have been provided for the multiple-author view of authorship of the Book of Isaiah?

28.
Which chapter and verses serve as a prologue to Isaiah chapters 40-66, laying a foundation for the rest of the book?      
29.
What three interpretations have scholars suggested for identifying the servant of the famous Isaiah 52:13-53:12 servant passage?

a) 




b) 




c)




30.
When did Jeremiah prophesy?

Which Babylonian king and his son became the dominant power in the ancient Near East during the time God called Jeremiah?

31.
Many of Jeremiah's personal prayers and complaints to God occurring in Jeremiah 11-20 have been called what by interpreters?

Bible scholars refer to Jeremiah 30-33 as what?

32.
The Book of Lamentations contains a series of what kind of alphabetic poems?

What does the book of Lamentations reflect?

33.
Where did Ezekiel serve as a prophet?

34.
What four symbolic actions did Ezekiel perform in Ezekiel 4:1-5:17 to show the people how seriously God took their sin?

a) 












b) 












c) 












d) 












35.
The Lord took Ezekiel to the gate of the temple at the outer court, where Ezekiel saw women weeping for which god?  This god was the husband of which goddess?

36.
Ezekiel was to mourn inwardly, but make no external display of mourning and lamentation over what event?

37.
How did the total desolation Ezekiel had prophesied come at last to Tyre?

38.
What five interpretations have evangelicals suggested for Ezekiel 40-48?

a) 












b) 












c) 












d)












e)











39.
The Book of Daniel contains a type of literature which refers to a body of documents containing a unique manner and style of communication, and having in common a basic content.  What is this type of literature called?

40.
What is meant when it is said that a biblical book's author is a pseudonym?

41.
What are the two options for the date of the composition of the Book of Daniel?


a) 






b) 




42.
Where did Hosea live and prophesy?

43.
During Joel's day, what came upon the land such as its citizens had never seen?

 
How did Joel describe this?
44.
Where did Amos grow up, and where did God send him to prophesy?

45.
Some scholars have suggested that the Book of Jonah should not be taken literally because they view the book as a what?

46.
In Micah 6:6-8, how did Micah reply to the imaginary listener who asked what he might do so God would accept him?

47.
When God replied to Habakkuk's concerns (Hab.1:5-11) that he had big plans that would astound Habakkuk, what did God tell him he was going to do?

48.
When and why did Haggai begin prophesying?

49.
Which portion of the Book of Zechariah have many modern scholars questioned as to whether or not it comes from the prophet himself?

50.
What does Malachi's name mean?

 What have some scholars consequently suggested about the book?
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