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Romans (2008 Edition) – F.F. Bruce

Note: The text for this course is a commentary with no in-text Scripture. As the author states on page 23, “This commentary is designed as a companion to the study of the text of Romans; it cannot be used without constant reference to the letter which it endeavors to expound and annotate.” Therefore, it is required that the student read the epistle to the Romans as part of the assignment. The choice of translations is up to the individual. However, it should be noted that Dr. Bruce bases his commentary on the Revised Standard Version.

1.
Where was Paul originally planning to take the gospel that would have caused him to visit Rome?

2.
What circumstances in Rome led to the martyrdom of Paul?

3. List four of the different themes of Romans that compare to the text of 1 and 2 Corinthians. (Give corresponding Scripture references to the subjects listed.)

a)


b)


c)


d)


What epistle, also written by Paul, has the closest affinity to Romans?

4. Paul defines the term “flesh” with four distinct meanings in Romans. What are they?

a)


b)


c)


d)


What four senses does the author give for the last meaning?

e)


f) 


g)


h)


5. What are the principal uses of the word spirit that can be distinguished in Romans?

a)


b)


List the six ways that Dr. Bruce says the nature and implications of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling and operation in the life of the believer are set forth in Romans 8.

c)


d)


e)


f) 


g)


h)


6. The “law” is a key subject in the book of Romans. What five principal meanings apply to its use?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


If, as Paul insists, the law was not given as the means of justification, then why was it given?

f) 


g)


h)


i) 


7. Name the individuals who made the following remarks when influenced by Romans.

a) “A clear light flooded my heart and all the darkness of doubt vanished away.”

b) “The whole of scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before the righteousness of God had filled me with hate, now it became to me inexpressibly sweet in greater love.”

c) “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation.”

d) “The mighty voice of Paul was new to me, and if to me, no doubt to many others also.”

8. What does the phrase “designated Son of God in power” mean?

What does it not mean?

9. According to Paul, what is the theme of the Gospel?

What is the twofold revelation of that theme?

a)


b)


10. State the words of C.S. Lewis that portray the condition of lost man as described in Romans 1:28.

11. What is the term the ancients used for the type of composition in which questions or objections were put into the mouth of an imagined critic in order to be answered or demolished?

What type of critic did Paul particularly have in mind in chapter two?

What phrase gives evidence of this?

12. In Romans 3:2, the apostle asks the question “What advantage has the Jew?” and answers “Much in every way.” Then, in verse 9, he asks, “Are we Jews better off?” and responds “No, not at all.” Is this a contradiction? Why or why not?

13. F.F. Bruce says, “The death of Christ, then, is the means by which God does away with his people’s sin—not symbolically…but really.” In what twofold sense does this really happen?

a)


b)


14. In addition to the text from the Prophets quoted in Romans 1:17 (Hab. 2:4b) to show a righteousness apart from law, what scriptures does Paul appeal to from the Law and the Writings to show that God’s way of righteousness through faith is attested in all three divisions of the Hebrew Bible?

a)


b)


Who were the two chief characters used in these examples?

c)


d)


15. If the sacrificial death of Christ is said to be the means of our justification (3:24-25; 5:9), what is the role of Jesus’ resurrection?

16. What are the three objects of joy mentioned in Romans 5:1-11 that accompany justification?

a)


b)


c)


17. What is noteworthy regarding Adam in Romans 5:14?

18. What “preposterous argument” does Paul reply to in chapter six?

19. When using the analogy of a slave-market to exemplify freedom from sin, what does Paul specifically point out?

Who are the “masters” in this analogy?

a) Old master - 


b) New master - 


20. Romans 7:14-25 is a treatment of the spiritual battle that wages within all mankind. Define the following elements (or players) in that battle mentioned by Paul.

a) The independent witness within - 


b) “This body of death” - 


c) The “mind” with which the law of God is served - 


d) The “flesh” which does the bidding of the law of sin - 


21. What familiar term used by Hebrew-speaking children is also used to address God?

Where else in the New Testament is this same term used (other than Romans)?

a)


b)


22. Although F.F Bruce is not a Pentecostal scholar, what does he say regarding the phrase, “the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words”?


(Continued on next page.)
23. What are the four answers that Paul gives to address the problem of Israel’s unbelief?

a)


b)


c)


d)


24. According to Romans 9:4-5, what are the things that “belong” to Israel?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


f) 


g)


h)


25. Although God is not answerable to us for what He does, what can we rely on regarding His action?

26. What two elements are inseparable to justification and salvation?

a)


b)


27. Who comprises the remnant of Romans 11:5?

28. According to Dr. Bruce’s comments on the restoration of Israel, how does the order of the proclamation of the gospel differ from the order of the reception of the gospel?

Furthermore, when Paul says of “all Israel will be saved,” does this imply every Jew without exception will receive Christ? Why or why not?

29. What is God’s ultimate purpose for the human race, as revealed in Romans 11:30-36?

30. What are the two possible meanings for the Greek adjective logikos, in Romans 12:1?

a)


b)


Which meaning does it seem the author of the text prefers?

Where else in the New Testament is the verb metamorphoō (transformed) used? 

c)


d)


What is its meaning in those texts?

31. To exemplify the common life of Christians, what illustration does Paul use that he also used in 1 Corinthians 12?

32. The injunctions of Romans 12:9-21 are similar to what New Testament discourse?

33. What are the three possibilities of interpretation for “governing authorities” in Romans 13:1?

a)


b)


c)


Which interpretation is best according to F.F. Bruce?

34. What does the catchword phrase “put on” mean when used in the following Scriptures?

a) Colossians 3:12 - 


b) Ephesians 4:24 - 


c) Romans 13:14 - 


35. What two areas of life might believers have had trouble with regarding their Christian liberty?

a)


b)


36. Why would the advice concerning food have agitated Jewish believers the most?

What did Jesus imply about restrictions of various foods?

37. What does the statement “whatsoever does not proceed from faith is sin” (14:23) imply?

38. When commending the church to “welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you” (15:7), what may Paul have especially had in mind?

39. Paul admonishes believers to “take note of those who create dissensions and difficulties, in opposition to the doctrine which you have been taught” and “avoid them” (16:17). What do the terms “dissensions” and “difficulties” imply?

40. Define the word mystery as used in the book of Romans and other Pauline literature.

