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LIC – 211-A
Old Testament Survey

They Spoke from God: A Survey of the Old Testament – William Williams

Chapter 1, What Is the Old Testament?

1.
Define verbal and plenary as they pertain to the inspiration of Scripture.

What is this claim made for?

How does it relate to versions and translations of the Bible?

2.
List the “five basic criteria” of canonicity identified by Geisler and Nix.

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


3.
Define hermeneutics.

Chapter 2, In the Beginning
4.
What is the Pentateuch (Torah)?

5.
What is the Age-Day Theory and for what does it argue?

6.
From the context of Genesis 1:26-27, what is meant by the phrase image of God?

What does it become the definer of?

Chapter 3, Paradise Lost: The Origin and Spread of Human Evil

7.
List six consequences of the fall of man.

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


f) 


8.
Summarize the arguments made for the “global” flood interpretation.

Chapter 4, What Was the Old Testament World?

9.
What is the “Fertile Crescent”?

Why is it an appropriate name?

10.
During which period of Egyptian history did the patriarchs live?

11.
In what way is Canaan located in a strategic location?

Chapter 5, A Wandering Aramean

12.
Why is Abraham best described as a semi-nomad?

13.
What promises did God make when he chose Abraham?

a)


b)


c)


d)


14.
What request of Joseph indicated that Egypt was not the final destination of the Jews?

Chapter 6, With a Strong Hand and an Outstretched Arm

15.
Who were the Habiru?

How does this name relate to the Jews mentioned in Exodus 1 and 2?

16.
What was done with the blood of the lamb slaughtered for the Passover Feast?

What did it signify and recall?

What did the Passover sacrifice serve as a biblical model of?


17.
What six characteristics are most often present when a covenant is made between two parties of unequal power?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


f) 


Chapter 7, God Reveals Himself to His People

18.
Define typology.

Why was typology important to God’s early dealings with Israel?

19.
What is indicated by the Hebrew word translated “atonement”?

Chapter 8, Through the Vast and Dreadful Desert

20.
According to information in the footnotes, how do some Bible scholars arrive at the estimate of 2 to 3 million people leaving Egypt during the exodus?

21.
What “mistake” did Moses make in Numbers 20 and why was it wrong?

What was his punishment for this action?

What did Moses’ disobedience show?

22.
What four important things does Deuteronomy tell the Israelites to do in order to remain in a right relationship with God?

a)


b)


c)


d)


Chapter 9, Canaan: Conquest, Covenant Renewal, and Crisis

23.
Joshua’s military career, as recorded in the first half of the Book of Joshua, actually consisted of what?

What does the second half of the Book of Joshua consist largely of?

a)


b)


24.
What is the repeated theme of the two horrific stories found at the end of the Book of Judges?

What does the book suggest?

25.
What makes the story of Ruth different from those in the Book of Judges?

Chapter 10, From Tribal League to Kingdom

26.
During the government by the judges, what four factors contributed to the lack of stability in Israel?

a)


b)


c)


d)


27.
What theological purpose was reflected by the anointing of Saul and David as kings of Israel?

Chapter 11, Israel Acquires Empire

28.
Why was Jerusalem an acceptable capital to both northern and southern Israel?

29.
What are three things that led to Solomon’s great wealth?

a)


b)


c)


30.
What did Solomon’s many marriages indicate and how did they bring his kingdom to the edge of destruction?

Chapter 12, Sweet Singers and Sages: Israel’s Poetry and Wisdom

31.
Which books of the Old Testament are classified as poetic?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


Why?

a)


b)


Which of the poetry books are also classified as wisdom?

a)


b)


c)


32.
Over how long a period were the Psalms written?

From what period of time did most of the Psalms come?


33.
What does the text say is wrong with trying to read the Song of Songs as typology?

Chapter 13, The Great Divorce

34.
What were the different motives for writing the books of Chronicles and Kings?

35.
What request did Jeroboam and the other tribal heads bring to Rehoboam at the Shechem Conference?

What did they promise to do if their request was met?

36.
What was Jeroboam’s basic approach to the problem of Jerusalem’s religious importance?

Chapter 14, Long Day’s Journey Into Night: Israel, the Northern Kingdom

37.
What were the five sins of Ahab?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


38.
What percentage of 1 and 2 Kings is devoted to narratives about Elijah and Elisha?

How many years did their two lives cover?


39.
What was the immediate cause of Israel’s disintegration and the anarchy recorded in 2 Kings 15:13-17:6?

Chapter 15, Just Stayin’ Alive: Judah From Rehoboam to Hezekiah

40.
What was the upside of Jehoshaphat’s reign?

What was the downside?

What was the result of his failure of spiritual discernment with regard to God-forsaking Israel?

41.
What two things threatened to alter Judah’s future during its period of prosperity during the mid-eighth century?

a)


b)


What would be the legacy of King Ahaz?

Chapter 16, Hear the Word of the Lord: The Rise of the Prophetic Movement

42.
What are the three characteristics of a true prophet?

a)


b)


c)


How is the work of the prophet recognized?

43.
What was Amos’ native profession?


Where was he from?


Where did he prophesy?


How was he probably received?

44.
What kings reigned during Hosea’s ministry and what nation did each reign?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


What did Hosea witness during his ministry?

Chapter 17, On the Edge of Night: Judah From Manasseh to the Exile

45.
Who had the longest reign of any king, Israelite or Judean?


What is he also known for?

What did Jeremiah say about him years later?

46.
Who was the last king of Judah to seek to restore the worship of God?
47.
What is the central theme of the Book of Ezekiel?

Chapter 18, The Lord Brought Back the Captives to Zion

48.
Identify and summarize briefly the challenges produced for the Jews by the postexilic period.

a)


b)


c)


49.
Who was Haggai?

What four “words” (messages) compose Haggai’s prophecy?

a)


b)


c)


d)


50.
What did the prophet Malachi confront?

What was the result of this problem?
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