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Chapter 1

1. Who was the Roman Emperor at the time of Christ’s birth? Give the years of his reign. 

2. What was the last revolt of the Jews that took place under the reign of Trajan? Give the reason for this revolt, and briefly explain the meaning and the significance of the name of the Jewish leader during this revolt. 

Chapter 2

3. List four chief languages of the Roman Empire.

4. What was the pattern of education for the Jewish boy? 

Chapter 3

5. Give two factors that contributed to the decline of the worship of the Greek pantheon by the time of Christ. 

6. List seven main philosophies that had an impact on the intellectual and religious world of the first century. 

Chapter 4

7. What belief was central to the whole faith of Judaism? Include Scripture reference of this Jewish creed. 

8. What was the role of the synagogue in the Jewish community? In the synagogue worship, what took place of temple sacrifice and who supplanted the priest?

9. List and briefly describe the four sects of Judaism. 

Chapter 5

10. What manuscript is considered to be the most significant for the study of the New Testament background? List three types of documents that were found?

11. List eight basic characteristics of the Qumran community. 

Chapter 6

12. How many books comprise the New Testament? What is the probable span of time over which theses books were written? 

13. What are the three chronological relations that must be considered in dealing with the Gospels? 

Chapter 7

14. List three ways in which the theories of the proposed solution to the synoptic problem may be classified. 

15. The author indicates that though none of the theories has proved sufficient to account for the origin of the Gospels, there are three facts that seem reasonably certain. What are these three facts? 

Chapter 8

16. What are the three inferences that may be drawn from the statements of the early writers of the church concerning the origin of the Gospel of Matthew?

17. What are the purpose and the emphasis of the Gospel of Matthew? 

Chapter 9

18. Who were the intended recipients of Mark’s Gospel? 

19. What is the primary purpose of the Gospel of Mark? 

20. REFLECTION: How important is evangelism to your personal life and ministry? What lessons can you learn from Mark’s presentation of the gospel that can positively contribute to the effectiveness of your ministry to the people who might not have had any prior knowledge of the Bible? 

Chapter 10

21. What is the central concept around which the material of Luke is organized? Include the biblical reference in which this concept is rooted, and explain the significance of the titles mentioned in that verse.

22. Briefly explain the role and the significance of Mark’s account of Jesus’ appearance to the two men on the road to Emmaus. 

Chapter 11

23. What scripture passage can be considered as the key to the content of the Gospel of John? What are the three prominent words in this passage that provide logical organization of the Gospel? Briefly describe the meaning and the significance of each one.

24. REFLECTION: How important for a believer is defending the historical reality of Christ’s miracles? What should be the role of miracles in the believer’s life and ministry today?

Chapter 12

25. List five methods that Jesus used in His teaching.

26. Briefly describe the significance of Jesus’ teaching on the fatherhood of God.

27. REFLECTION: How important should the teaching on the fatherhood of God be in the world today where the reality of broken family relationships is so prevalent? 

Chapter 13

28. What constituted the birthday of the church? Briefly describe the significance of that event? 

29. List three common characteristics of the meetings of the early believers. 

Chapter 14

30. List four biblical references corresponding to the four occasions when the Holy Spirit was poured out on people in a spectacular manner.

31. List three principles that the witness of Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch illustrates concerning the growth of the church. 

32. State two reasons why God’s command to Peter to go to the house of Cornelius was so important. 

Chapter 15

33. Where were the disciples of Christ called Christians first? Briefly explain the meaning and significance of the title. 

34. Which two books of the New Testament may be called the literature of protest? 

Chapter 16

35. What are the two important events that took place in Troas? 

36. What is the central theme of the Epistle to Romans? Briefly explain its significance.

Chapter 17

37. Name the four Prison Epistles.

38. What are the two topics that predominate in the text of Philippians? 

39. REFLECTION: How does the example of Paul’s attitude and his concern for others in the midst of his own trials and tribulations inspire and encourage you today? How does Paul’s commitment to God’s calling and purpose in his life contribute to your understanding of ministry and to your desire to grow in your personal commitment and devotion to the Lord?

Chapter 18

40. What was the main purpose of 2 Timothy? 

41. What are the three tendencies in the life of the early church in the transition period between the close of the pioneer days and the emergence of the institutional organization that can be noticed from the study of Pastoral Epistles?

Chapter 19

42. Name three possible interpretations of the location of Babylon in 1 Peter 5:13.

43. What is the chief value of the epistle of 1 Peter?

Chapter 20

44. Around which word is the entire theme of the epistle of Hebrews built? What is the purpose that Paul was trying to accomplish by using this word?

45. What is the greatest single value of the Book of Hebrews? 

Chapter 21

46. What is the chief contribution of 2 Peter to the teaching of the New Testament? Include biblical reference and explain its meaning. 

47. Briefly summarize the message of the Johannine Epistles. 

48. REFLECTION: How does John’s approach to the communication of the gospel as he emphasizes the love of God and yet shows the reality of only two choices, life with Christ or death without Him (1 John 5:12), contribute to your understanding of the present day ministry and to your effectiveness as you communicate the truth of the gospel to the people today? 

Chapter 22

49. Name the four main schools of interpretation of the Book of Revelation among modern expositors.

50. What is the chief purpose of John’s book of Revelation?

Chapter 23

51. What is the threefold way in which the inspiration of the books of the New Testament may be demonstrated?

52. What are the three stages in the early development of the canon?

53. REFLECTION: What does the fact that the Scriptures are inspired mean to you? How important is for a believer to defend the inspiration and the uniqueness of the Scriptures as the Word of God in today’s postmodern world?

Chapter 24

54. What are the five sources that are presently available for reconstructing the text of the New Testament? 

55. REFLECTION: How did the survey of the New Testament contribute to the strengthening of your faith and to your spiritual growth?
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