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synoptic gospels syllabus

Required Reading: Stein, Robert H. Jesus the Messiah: A Survey of the Life of Christ. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996.

course description

This course will concentrate on major events in the life of Christ. The course will focus on the time, place, circumstances, and people involved in the Lord’s ministry. The goal of the course is to increase students’ understanding of the Lord’s message, ministry and mission, and to inspire them to be better ministers of the gospel of Christ.

outline

I. Introduction

A. The World at the Time of Jesus’ Birth

B. Date of Jesus’ Birth

C. Family of Jesus

D. Languages at the Time of Jesus

E. Ministry of John the Baptist

F. Preparation for Ministry: 

1. Baptism: Fulfilling “All Righteousness”

2. Character: Overcoming Temptations 

II. The Person of Christ

A. Jesus’ Understanding of Himself

B. Jesus’ Understanding of His Mission

C. Jesus as the Messiah and the King: The Triumphal Entry and the Fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9.

III. The Message of Christ

A. New Era – Arrival of the Kingdom

B. New Intimacy – Relationship of the Kingdom

C. New Heart: Ethics of the Kingdom

D. New Authority

1. Authority to Forgive Sins

2. Authority over Sicknesses

3. Authority over Demonic Powers

4. Authority over Death

5. Authority over Nature

6. Authority to Pronounce Judgment

a. Cleansing of the Temple 

b. Cursing of the Fig Tree

7. Authority to Advance the Kingdom

IV. The Ministry of Christ

A. Forgiveness

B. Healing

C. Working of Miracles

D. Impartation: The Call of the Disciples

V. The Mission of Christ

A. To Fulfill the Law and the Prophets

B. To Destroy the Works of Devil

C. To Reveal the Future Glory: Transfiguration

D. To Be the Sacrifice for Sin

1. The Last Supper

2. Garden of Gethsemane

3. The Trial

4. Crucifixion

5. To Manifest the Power of God: Resurrection
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