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Chapter 1

1. What miracle lies at the heart of the Christian faith and message? 

2. State at least three factors that serve as evidence that miracles did take place in the life of Jesus. 

A.

B.

C.

Chapter 2

3. State six positive criteria established to judge the probable authenticity of particular sayings and teachings of Jesus. 

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

4. List five facts that non-Christian sources establish beyond reasonable doubt about the life and person of Jesus.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E. 

Chapter 3

5. What can be concluded about the economic status of Jesus’ parents?  Briefly explain.

6. What conclusion can be drawn about Jesus’ birth from Matthew’s account?  Briefly explain.

Chapter 4

7. What, according to Stein, is the essence of the Christmas story?  Briefly explain.

7. reflection: Do you agree with Stein’s argument about the theological importance of the virginal conception (pp.78-80), especially with his statements, “It would be presumptuous to claim that the omnipotent God of all creation could not have brought about the incarnation in any other way,” (p.79) and [the virginal conception] was not required to keep [Jesus] holy and undefiled.” (p.80). Briefly explain your reasoning.

Chapter 5

9. What occupation did Jesus have and what did it involve? 

10. List three languages that were spoken in Palestine during Jesus’ time. 

      A.

      B.

      C.     

Chapter 6

11. Give three elements that constituted the message of John the Baptist. Include 

      Scripture references.

A.

B.

C.

12. State the difference between the baptism practiced by John the Baptist and the 

Jewish proselyte baptism. What was so significant about John’s baptism and message?

13. According to Stein, what did it mean for Jesus to participate in John’s baptism? 

14. List three unusual events that took place at the baptism of Jesus. Briefly explain 

the significance of each one.

      A.

      B.

      C.      

Chapter 7

15. Explain the meaning of the three temptations. 

      A.

      B.

      C.

16. Was Jesus capable of sinning, or since He was God, was He simply not able to 

sin? Explain. 

Chapter 8

17. Give a brief outline of Jesus’ ministry. Include Scripture references.

     A.

B.

C.

D.

18. Give three reasons Jesus chose twelve disciples.

      A.

      B.

      C.

Chapter 9

19. What was the significance of the healings and exorcisms performed by Jesus?

20. Give three reasons to retain the expression Abba as the most important way of

      addressing God.

      A.

      B.

      C.

21. reflection: Today, in a secular world, we sometimes hear these words: “All

people are children of God.” How would you respond to a person who defends a universal fatherhood of God? (p.133). 

22. reflection: How important is the teaching of the intimate relationship that God 

desires to have with his people, in a world where broken families and abuse are such a prevalent reality? Explain.

Chapter 10

23. List three ways in which Jesus revealed his own understanding of who he was. 

      A.

      B.

      C.

24. How did Jesus understand his messianic mission? 

Chapter 11

25. Give five suggestions that have been made concerning possible reasons for 


Jesus’ trip to the Gentiles. 

      A.

      B.

      C.

      D.

      E.

26. reflection: Peter criticized Jesus for predicting suffering for himself, for in

Peter’s understanding, there was no room for messianic passion.  As a result, Jesus rebuked Peter for having a satanic understanding of the messianic role. Though Jesus manifested His power and authority, performing many miracles during His ministry, He had to suffer to fulfill the will of his Father. What lesson can you learn from Jesus’ mission and ministry? How do His ministry and mission contribute to your understanding of the meaning of success and the very nature of Christian ministry?  

Chapter 12

27. What is the meaning and significance of the Transfiguration? 

28. What is the theological connection between the transfiguration of Jesus and the 

events at Caesarea Philippi?

Chapter 13

29. What was the meaning of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem?

30. What Old Testament passage was fulfilled when Jesus entered Jerusalem? 

31. How was the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem understood by the crowd? 

Chapter 14

32. Explain the meaning and the reason behind the cursing of the fig tree.  If Mark specifically mentions “it was not the season for figs,” how do you reconcile Jesus’ act of cursing the tree because it did not have fruit (Mark 11:13)?

33. How should the act of cleansing the temple be properly understood?  And what 

are the Christological implications of this act? 

34. Give two Old Testament passages Jesus quoted from during the cleansing of the 

temple. 


A.


B.

Chapter 15

35. What are the six reasons to believe that the meal that Jesus ate with his 
disciples on the night of his betrayal was indeed the Passover? 

      A.

      B.

      C.

      D.

      E.

      F.

36. The meaning of the Last Supper centers on four sayings. What are they? Briefly 

      explain the meaning and the significance of each one. 

      A.

      B.

      C.

      D.

37. What are the two dimensions of the Lord’s Supper? Briefly explain. 

      A.

      B.      

Chapter 16

38. How should Jesus’ prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, especially his words 

“remove this cup from me…”  be properly understood? 

39. What three suggestions have been made concerning why Judas betrayed Jesus? What does Stein conclude about Judas’ motive?

      A.

      B.

      C.

40. What, according to Stein, did Judas actually betray? 

41. reflection: What lessons can be learned from the garden of Gethsemane that 

can help you face your own ministry and mission?

Chapter 17

42. Give the outline of the possible sequence of events during the trial.

      A.

      B.

      C.

      D.

      E.

43. Explain how sometimes Jesus’ death and trial could be used as the grounds for 

anti-Semitism. And how should we, as Christians, respond? What was the true cause of Jesus’ death?

Chapter 18

44. Briefly describe the nature of punishment by crucifixion. How was it regarded   

      by the Jews?

45. List seven last words of Jesus and briefly describe the meaning of each one.

      A.

      B.

      C.

      D.

      E.

      F.

      G.

Chapter 19

46. Give seven arguments that point to the reality of the empty tomb.

      A.

      B.

      C.

      D.

      E.

      F.

      G.

47. Briefly define the meaning of the Resurrection. 

48. reflection: How does the fact of the Resurrection contribute to your faith, 

ministry, and witness?

49. What is the significance of Jesus’ ascension? 

50. reflection: How did this study of the life of Christ change your own life? How did your understanding of Jesus’ message, ministry, and mission contribute to your understanding of your own message, ministry, and mission?
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