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relationships & ethics in ministry syllabus

required reading: Trull, Joe E, and James E. Carter. Ministerial Ethics: Moral Formation for Church Leaders. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004.

course description:

This course will provide a general overview of the entire scope of ministerial ethics. It will address different ethical issues from biblical and theological perspective. The course will help the student establish basic methods and approaches to maintaining high ethical standards in their lives and ministries.

outline

I. Introduction
II. The Minister’s Vocation

A. The Call to Ministry

B. The History of Profession

C. The Meaning of Professional

D. The Crisis in Professional Life Today

E. The Minister as a Professional
III. The Minister’s Moral Choices

A. The Ethics of Character

B. The Ethics of Conduct

C. The Ethics of Integrity
IV. The Minister’s Personal Life

A. In Relation to Self

B. In Relation to Family

C. In Relation to Finances

D. In Relation to Sex
V. The Minister’s Congregation

A. Ministerial Leadership

B. Ministerial Duties

C. Ministerial Transitions

D. Ministerial Success
VI. The Minister’s Colleagues

A. Church Leaders

B. Church Staff

C. Other Ministers

D. Other Churches

E. Other Professionals
VII. The Minister’s Community

A. Basis for Ethical Involvement

B. Community Service

C. Political Involvement

D. Public Morality

E. Legal Responsibilities
VIII. Major Ethical Issues

A. The Scope of Clergy Sexual Abuse

B. The Nature of Clergy Sexual Abuse

C. The Impact of Clergy Sexual Abuse

D. Prevention of Clergy Sexual Abuse

E. Responding to Clergy Sexual Abuse
IX. A Ministerial Code of Ethics

A. Codes in the Professions

B. The Limitations of Professional Codes

C. A Ministerial Code of Ethics

D. How to Write a Code of Ethics

E. The Value of a Ministerial Code of Ethics
X. Conclusion
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