Pen-Florida District School of Ministry



prison epistles syllabus

required reading: The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon and to the Ephesians, Bruce, Frederick Fyvie, William B. Eerdmans Publishing, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1984. 

course description

This course will concentrate on the theology of Paul as it is presented in his letters to the Colossians, to Philemon and to the Ephesians. The course will explore Paul’s understanding of the salvation, the sanctification, and the position of the believer. It will address the nature and ministry of the church and the conflict in which the church is involved. The course will also discuss the nature of human relationships and responsibilities in the Body of Christ. This course will equip the student with a deeper understanding of a Biblical World View, and provide insight into using the teachings in the Prison Epistles as tools for guiding others to the same understanding.
outline

Colossians:

I. PRESCRIPT – (1:1-2) 

II. THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST – (1:3-23)

III. PAUL’S MINISTRY – (1:24 – 2:7)
IV. FALSE TEACHING AND ITS ANTIDOTE – (2:8 – 3:4)

V. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE – (3:5 – 4:6)

VI. PERSONAL NOTES – (4:7-17)

VII. FINAL GREETING – (4:18)

Philemon:

I. PRESCRIPT – (1-3)

II. THANKSGIVING FOR THE NEWS OF PHILEMON’S LIBERALITY (4-7)

III. PAUL’S REQUEST – (8-14)

IV. THE REQUEST REINFORCED – (15-20)

V. PROMISE OF A VISIT – (21-22)

VI. GREETINGS FRM PAUL’S COMPANIONS – (23-24)

VII. FINAL BENEDICTION – (25)

Ephesians:

I. PRESCRIPT – (1:1-2)
II. THE NEW HUMANITY A DIVINE CREATION – (1:3-3:21)

III. THE NEW HUMANITY IN EARTHLY LIFE – (4:1-6:20)

IV. LETTER CLOSING (6:21-24)
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