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COLOSSIANS:

INTRODUCTION:

1. While the Colossian heresy was Jewish, what set it apart from the heresy of the Galatians?

2. What is the teaching of the letter to the Colossians?

3. What are the two things at once Paul is said to be doing with the letter to the Colossians?

4. When finding arguments for the dependence of Ephesians on Colossians balanced against arguments for the dependence of Colossians on Ephesians, what may be concluded?

I. PRESCRIPT – (1:1-2) 

5. What does Paul’s phrase “apostle”…”through God’s will” apply to?

6. What is Paul expressing by the phrase, “grace and peace be yours”?

II. THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST – (1:3-23)

7. How are we to understand the emphasis on “hope”?

8. Understanding how pagans appreciated the importance of rendering worship, what should Christians be much more willing to do?

9. Why is it dangerous to shift from the fixed ground of Christian hope?

III. PAUL’S MINISTRY – (1:24 – 2:7)

10. When is the word of God fulfilled?

11. What is does Paul insist is the Wisdom of God?

12. What did the Colossians receive by tradition and how was this a benefit to them?

IV. FALSE TEACHING AND ITS ANTIDOTE – (2:8 – 3:4)

13. Express the opposite of God’s people remaining forever incomplete, unable to attain the true end…

14. How does the body of Christ avoid consequences that can be very distressing?

15. How do believers set their minds on things above?

V. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE – (3:5 – 4:6)

16. What logic must the believer accept and what does it manifest in them?

17. What is the fulfillment of the law of God?

18. Why do Colossians 3:17 and 18 go far beyond expressing “a sense of the values of ordinary family life”?

19. Define how men and women of persistent prayer preserver in prayer.

VI. PERSONAL NOTES – (4:7-17)

20. How do we know Paul intended the letters he wrote for more than one audience?

VII. FINAL GREETING – (4:18)

21. By what common practice of the time did Paul confirm his letters?

PHILEMON:
I. PRESCRIPT – (1-3)

22. Was Paul most likely requesting a decision about Onesimus from a church body or from one man named Philemon? Why?

II. THANKSGIVING FOR THE NEWS OF PHILEMON’S LIBERALITY (4-7)
23. What provides evidence of love and loyalty to Christ?

III. PAUL’S REQUEST – (8-14)
24. How does the Lord pefer to appeal to His people?

25. What is the connection between how the request is being presented to Philemon and the Jerusalem relief fund written of in 2 Corinthians 9:7?
IV. THE REQUEST REINFORCED – (15-20)
26. What advantage would Philemon gain by releasing Onesimus as an expression of God’s grace?
27. What is an elementary Christian duty, and how does Paul express it?

V. PROMISE OF A VISIT – (21-22)
28. What was Paul’s example for how we should subject our plans to God’s guidance?

VI. GREETINGS FRM PAUL’S COMPANIONS – (23-24)
29. How does Philemon 1:24 demonstrate that believers are linked together as fellow-workers through each other as well as through Christ?

VII. FINAL BENEDICTION – (25)
30. Why do the grace-benediction in Philemon 1:25, Philippians 4:23 and Galatians 6:18 give evidence of the same author?
EPHESIANS:
INTRODUCTION

31. To what books is Ephesians connected through similarities (or affinities)?

32. Why is Ephesians a logical sequel to Colossians?

I. PRESCRIPT – (1:1-2)
33. According to Paul, how did he receive his apostleship and what does this mean?
34. How does the expression “believers in Christ” carry a deeper meaning than simply being loyal to Christ?
II. THE NEW HUMANITY A DIVINE CREATION – (1:3-3:21)
35. What is the significance of the expression, “redemption, through His blood”?
36. What is more probably meant by the phrase, “the Holy Spirit of promise”?
37. How does God demonstrate the power with which He works in the lives of believers?
38. How is salvation secured for men and women?
39. What brought reconciliation between Jews and Gentiles and by what instrument was it brought about?
40. What is meant by “…Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, for it is Him that the whole structure is bonded together…”?
41. As revealed in Ephesians 3:5-6, how was the truth a mystery? How is the mystery summed-up in Colossians 1:27? How does Ephesians 3:6 expand the definition form Colossians 1:7
a) 

b) 
c) 

42. What is the only way to be filled with fullness of God?
III. THE NEW HUMANITY IN EARTHLY LIFE – (4:1-6:20)
43. According to Ephesians 4:2-3, what is the only natural bond under which Christians live, and what perfects that bond?
44. Why did Jesus ascend to Heaven?
45. What three measures or indications are the mark of maturity?
a)
b)
c)

46. What is the natural desire for followers of Christ?
47. What is the distinctive treatment in Ephesians of the relationship between husband and wife?
48. When is the panoply (full armor) of God “indispensable”?
49. What do Ephesians 6:18, Colossians 4:2 and Luke 21:36 all stress in reference to prayer?
IV. LETTER CLOSING (6:21-24) 
50. What is the source of all Christian virtues?


