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study guide






score: ____ correct of 40

student name: __________



instructor’s initials ____

course: introduction to hermeneutics
required reading: Hendricks, Howard G. and William D. Hendricks. Living By The Book. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 2007.
Please insert answers on Study Guide.  Do not attach a separate sheet.

1.
Explain the difference between being under the Word and being in the Word.

2. How does Hendricks define method?

3.
What is the big picture we should use when we approach a passage of Scripture?

4.
Give a Scripture reference for observation of the text.

5.
What does it mean to place a verse or passage of Scripture in context?

6.
What are the two keys to reading the Bible patiently?

7.
What are the six questions to ask a passage of Scripture?

8.
According to Hendricks, what do we need to do when we are starving spiritually?

9.
What is the difference between Eastern meditation and biblical meditation?

10.
What two structures can we find in each book of the Bible?

11.
What are the five kinds of literary structure for which to look?

12.
What verses contain the purpose statement in the Gospel of John?

13.
How does the textbook describe climax as a law of structure?

14.
What is telescopic reading?

15.
What is the basic unit of study?

16.
What are the six clues to look for as you study the Scripture?

17.
What are four examples of ways to emphasize something?

18.
What is a simile?  Give an example from Scripture.

19.
What is a segment?

20.
Hendricks is a firm believer in the use of charts.  What are three ways in which a chart can keep you on course in your study?

21.
What instruction would Hendricks give students of Scripture if he could only give one directive?  Why?

22.
What is the fundamental premise concerning “meaning” that Hendricks points out we must begin with to interpret God’s Word accurately?

23.
If we consider observation to be the foundational phase of Bible study, how 
would we describe interpretation?

24.
What are four roadblocks to our understanding of a text that interpretation seeks 
to overcome?

25.
According to Hendricks, what is the unpardonable sin of interpretation?

26.
reflection: Explain why a proper recognition and understanding of literary genre is crucial to interpretation?   

27.
What are some of the features of Hebrew poetry one should keep in mind when 
studying the Psalms?


a.


b.



c.



d.


28.
What type of genre is defined as a “short, pithy statement of a moral truth”?

29.
The teachings of major cults are built on a violation of what principle of 
interpretation?

30.
What are five different kinds of context one needs to keep in mind when 
interpreting a passage?


a.


b.



c.



d.



e.


31.
What key to interpretation is perhaps the best insurance against distortion?

32.
What are the ten principles to use to help determine whether to interpret literally or figuratively?


j.

33.
Define anthropomorphism and give an example in Scripture.

34.
reflection: What does the following phrase mean to you: Observation plus interpretation without application equals abortion?  

35.
reflection: Hendricks makes the statement “Many Christians are like poor photographs – overexposed and underdeveloped.”  What does this mean to you?  

36.
What is the first step toward spiritual growth?

37.
How could you apply the spiritual discipline of meditation in your life in regards 
to application of Scripture?  

38.
What does Hendricks mean by the term “principle? ”

39.
What are three guidelines to help determine if our perception of a principle is 
accurate?

40.
reflection: In your study through Living By The Book, what has stood out to you the most or has challenged you to make a change (or changes) in your approach to the Word of God?  How do you plan to make application of that in your life?  
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